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The Macandrew Bay School is excited about our 
upcoming School Fair, returning on  

Sunday, 15 March 2026 
 

We welcome donations of good-quality toys, books, 

clothes, plants, and any larger items suitable for our 

auction. If you have anything you would like to 

donate, please drop them off on Saturday, 14 

March between 10am-noon.  

 

On the day itself, come along, join the fun, and enjoy 

the community spirit! As always, thank you 

for supporting our school and tamariki. 

 

For any questions, please contact Sally or Machiko at  

homeandschool@macandrewbay.school.nz  

 

Anzac Day 

Commemoration 

Saturday 25 April 2026 

                   10 am 

 Macandrew Bay Memorial Hall 

The Newsletter Group is interested in meeting people who 

would like to be involved in the compilation of the Bay 

Views.   It is not an onerous task: just bring your 

enthusiasm for our community in Macandrew Bay.   Email  

macandrewbaynews@gmail.com for more information. 

Please support our advertisers, without whom  we would 

not be able to produce Bay Views.  We also acknowledge 

our energetic team who deliver to approximately 780 

households four times a year.  Thank you all very much. 

mailto:homeandschool@macandrewbay.school.nz


 

Macandrew Bay 

Library News 

How old is our library? 

The Peninsula County Libraries 
Act was passed in 1877 and the 
Trust opened Pukehiki, Portobello 
and our library the next year. 

How do we get money for books? 

The Trust has land which it rents and the returns are 
distributed between the three libraries annually. 

Where do we get our books? 

We buy from the University Book Shop and 
PaperPlus,  as well as receiving many donations. 

How many books do we have? Nearly 5000, of all 
genres. 

Come and have a look sometime soon. 

Opening Hours: 
Wednesday 5.30pm to 7.30pm 

Fridays 2.30pm to 4.30pm and the last 
Sunday of the month 4pm to 5pm 

The Macandrew Bay Bowling Club  

 It was lovely to see everyone back from their 

holidays and getting back in our competition 

games against other clubs. The start of 2026 

is a busy time with our own Club 

Championships and the Committee wish 

everyone all the very best. The members are 

competing for their name on our Club’s Honours Board and maybe 

even a Trophy to be held for the year.  

 

We had a very enjoyable day hosting the Portobello Bowling Club in 

our Annual Annie Haggitt competition against each other. Annie 

Haggitt was a member of both our Clubs a number of years ago and 

before she died, she had her four bowls mounted on 4 trophies. The 

two bowing clubs  take turns at hosting every year. This year we 

played two games each, with our Club coming out the winner. At the 

end of the games, we enjoyed sausages, onions and bread.  Our club 

ran a few $2 raffles, and to Portobello’s disgust, members of our 

Club, won them all. Definitely, not a jack up! (Excuse the pun.) 

  

Our green, once again, is looking great thanks to our Greenkeeper 

Ally Campbell and his helpers. This is important as we have already 

hosted Bowls Centre Men’s Singles in January and next weekend, 

Bowls Dunedin Champion of Champion Women’s Junior Singles. 

The following weekend, we host Bowls Dunedin Men’s Triples. A 

busy time for our wee club.  

 

We would love to welcome new members, so please do not hesitate 

to reach out and contact one of us. We are a small club but all enjoy 

each other’s company.  Our Club can also be hired out for a very 

competitive price.   
Contact numbers are: 

Ron Messer (President) 027 288 4090 or 

 Helen Ashton (Secretary) 027 476 1519 

Q&A: All you need to 
know about The PUGs! 
 6.30pm-7.30pm, Thursdays, 

Broad Bay Community Hall 
(2a Clearwater Street). 

 You’re welcome to just turn 
up – no need to contact us 
first. 

How good at ukulele do I need to be? 

All skill levels are welcome, including beginners! There’s no 
pressure – just play what you can. 

Do I have to sing? 

No, but there are plenty of voices, so you’ll simply blend in if 
you do. 

What happens during the hour? 

We usually focus in depth on one song, plus play a mix of 
familiar tunes at a relaxed pace.  

What should I bring? 

Your uke and ideally a folder with plastic sleeves to store the 
music sheets we give you. Music stands are provided.  

Do I need to come every week? 

No. Come when you can – weekly, occasionally or just to see if 
it’s for you.  

Is there a cost? 

Gold coin donation (cash or online). 

Contact: thepugsnz@gmail.com or message via Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/ThePUGsNZ 

 
The librarians would like to have a mural on the wall 

outside the library depicting books etc and 

something of Macandrew Bay, to attract more 

members and brighten the space. 

Dunedin City Council says 

community support is needed. 

Do you support the concept? 

 

Please complete this survey 

by 

a) Clicking onto this 

link https://forms.gle/

Hu2vdextxF5RZazg9  OR 

b) Checking onto this QR code. 

 

The deadline is 15 March. 
Your feedback is appreciated. 

The Duck in Macandrew Bay is 

now under the ownership of a 

familiar face, Justin Woodrow, 

who has served as Head Chef 

for the past three years. During 

that time, Justin has played a key role in shaping 

both the menu and the welcoming atmosphere that 

locals have come to value. 

 

Stepping into ownership is a natural progression, 

and he brings with him a genuine passion for quality 

food and a strong commitment to the community. 

Justin’s focus is to honour what makes The Duck 

special while continuing to grow it as a relaxed, 

inclusive harbour-side space where great food, 

quality coffee and community connection come 

together. 

 

mailto:thepugsnz@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ThePUGsNZ
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Otago Peninsula 

Museum News 

 
It is another busy year for the Museum coming up.   We 

have had good visitor numbers lately, which is 

encouraging and people always give positive feedback on 

what a  great little Museum it is.  That always makes the 

work we do worthwhile when you hear good comments.  

We start our new Sunday roster in March and welcome 

Macandrew Bay resident, Lisa Campbell who has joined 

us for this, Lisa is also on our Committee.  

 

The Tuesday working bees are busy as usual and at 

present are painting the stands for the  display panels that 

the men have made.  The stands and panels have been 

funded by a Te Papa Grant that we can apply for every 

year.   

 
We accept donations of memorabilia to the Museum, but 

it must be from the Peninsula area.  We also encourage 

families to keep a copy of their family tree/history at the 

Museum for future family members to see when they call 

in.  You don't have to be an old Peninsula family to do 

this.  Time now will be history in the future.  Families are 

constantly calling in for information and we can't help 

them unless we have been given information.  

 

We were very sad to loose our President of many years. 

Warren Morris  passed away in December 2025.  He 

certainly left a great legacy for us to carry on his work at 

the Museum. 

 

Please come and visit. We are open Sundays 12.30pm till 

3pm.  Adults $2 and children are free.  We are situated 

next door to the Portobello Garage.  Any other day the 

grounds are open for you to take a wander around and 

view the outside exhibits. 

 
If you want to get in touch our email address is:  

theotagopeninsulamuseum@gmail.com 

 

BUS ETIQUETTE  
 Don’t forget vaping, alcohol and eating 

aren’t allowed on the bus  
 You can bring your non-alcoholic drink if 

your container has a lid  
 You can carry your skateboard or 

scooter on the bus  
 You can put your bike on the bike rack 

on the outside of the bus if there’s 
space  

 Wave down your bus if you’re waiting at the bus stop.     
  
PAYING FOR YOUR BUS FARE  
You can only use a Bee Card or cash to pay for your bus fare. 
Bank and credit cards cannot be used on buses to pay for a bus 

Dog’s day Out 

Sunday 1 March, 9am to 5pm 

Looking for something different to do with your pup? Join 

us for Dogs’ Day out – a fun day out for the whole family, 

including your fur baby! 

Murder, Mystery & A Bard’s Tale 

Friday 13 March, 6.30pm to 9.30pm, tickets from $75pp 

A murder mystery with a twist and the greatest play 

Shakespeare NEVER wrote, all in one night, and fully 

improvised by The Covert Theatre. 

The Remarkable Case Of and A Bard's Tale, are both 

hosted at Larnach Castle as part of the 2026 Dunedin 

Fringe Festival.  

Full Bloom & Botanicals 

Sunday 22 March, 3.30pm to 6pm, $52pp (18+) 

Join us for an intimate tasting experience with 

Sandymount Distillery, paired with delicious food, all 

surrounded by Larnach Castle’s beautiful gardens in full 

bloom. 

School Holidays at the Castle & Kids Go Free 

Friday 3—Sunday 19 April, 9am to 5pm 

Pop up to the Castle these School Holidays for a fun 

family adventure. Activities include Plant Detectives 

Quiz, Colouring-In Competition, Teddy Bear Hunt, and, 

we are launching Children’s High Tea (available in 

middle school holidays only). Keep an eye on our 

website for details. We are proud to support the Wild 

Dunedin Festival.  

Mothers Day High Tea 

Sunday 10 May, multiple sittings, $55 + entry pp 

Celebrate Mum or the special mother figures in your life 

with a special High Tea at the Castle. 

For more information and to book tickets, 

 visit larnachcastle.co.nz/whats-on 

 
STEADY AS YOU GO CLASSES  
 
It was lovely to welcome back some of our members 
on 16 January with a few still away on holiday. We 
came back refreshed and ready to commence our 
exercises and enjoy each other's company again.  
New Members are always very welcome. Just turn up 
at the Macandrew Bay Bowling Club Rooms around 
1.15pm every Friday. Easy to follow exercises to 
prevent falls, improve balance and increase strength. 
No pressure. You do what you are able with a 
welcome cup of tea or coffee to follow. Sometimes, 
with fresh home made baking! 



People in the Bay 

I get to meet really interesting people writing for this 

newsletter. I always learn something new. Many of you may 

know Pat Bain. He has lived in Macandrew Bay for forty 

years and has also been a Paramedic for that long. 

Pat was born in Dunedin. His mother was a member of what 

is now called Hato Hone St John and stimulated his interest 

from an early age. He always wanted to be a paramedic. He 

joined the army, trained as a medic and met his lovely wife 

Sharyn, who was also in the army. They had two children, 

Keegan and Kimberly who attended Macandrew Bay 

School. For a time Pat was also on the school Board of 

Trustees. Now Pat and Sharyn have five grandchildren, all 

in Dunedin. They love spending time with them and 

watching them grow. Pat gives a lot of credit to Sharyn and 

his family for their support in his career. 

Being a paramedic is a fantastic job which he absolutely 

loved, but, as you can imagine, it can be very stressful and 

emotionally draining. There is a lot to learn and you acquire 

many different skills in this job. Human bodies are intricate 

and complicated.  

Pat completed a Post Graduate degree in Critical Care while 

on the job to increase his knowledge. It is essential to know 

exactly what drugs can be administered and how to treat a 

patient. The ambulance is literally taking an emergency 

room to the patient. You often speed to get there, then 

stabilise and treat the patient, then SLOWLY drive to the 

Hospital, administrating whatever care is needed while 

travelling.  

Pat says the workload has increased over the years. The 

shifts are twelve hours long, extremely busy, and you never 

finish on time. Unfortunately, St John is not fully funded by 

Government, with this under-resourcing often causing 

difficulties.  In Dunedin there are only five ambulances and 

one Rapid Response vehicle 

When Pat started being a Paramedic, he attended a lot of 

car accidents, but now, with technical improvements to 

vehicles and drink driving laws enforced, things have 

improved a lot. Now days, most accidents happen at home 

and Pat strongly urges people, especially elderly people or 

those that live on their own, to purchase a medical alarm 

and to wear it even in bed! There is more chance of a fall 

and breaking a hip than your house catching on fire. 

Evidently, cardiac pain mimics a lot of things. It can be any 

nasty pain, so Pat recommends you act on the side of 

caution. Don’t drive, dial 111 and call an ambulance. 

A few years ago, Pat received a Queens Commendation 

Medal for his work with St John. He loves this community 

and he was very much involved in setting up a Community 

First Response system on the Peninsula. The Portobello 

Volunteer Fire service has for some years now operated 

such a medical response system, one which  Pat helped set 

up. He also volunteered his time responding from 

home to emergencies in the area. He’s retired now 

but still gets phone calls to assist in the community.   

We are SO lucky to have people like Pat in our 

community. I came away from talking to him full of 

admiration and new knowledge. I will definitely 

continue to support St John and purchase a medical 

alarm.  

Lynne Aldridge 

Local Contacts in Macandrew Bay 

 
Bowling Club 

Tel:  Ron Messer  027 288 4090 

Boating Club 

Email: mbayboatingclub@gmail.com 

Churches 

Tel: Anglican—Elizabeth Purdie 476 1650 

   Parish Office 454 4724 

Gardening Club 

Tel:  Annette Marshall 476 1347 / 022 1819 800 

        Vicki Begg 020 4195 8677        

 

Hall Bookings 

    (Macandrew Bay)  Colleen Bond  476 1551 

    (Broad Bay) See www.broadbay.co.nz  

Justice of the Peace 

Tel:  Lyn Dowsett 476 1260 / 021 144 7329 

 

Marriage Celebrants 

Tel: Rev Alison Latton 476 1168 

       Michelle Coleclough 027 415 6391 

Macandrew Bay Library 

Tel: Anne Pentecost 027 671 6297 

Otago Peninsula Lions Club 

Tel: Paul Bernard 027 437 6929 

 

Peninsula Bays Women’s Institute 

Tel:  Cynthia Duncan 476 1152 

    Helen Ashton  476 1519 

Playcentre 

Email: macandrewbay@playcentre.org.nz 

 

Macandrew Bay School Office  Tel: 476 1004 

 

Steady-as-you-Go 

Tel:  Helen Ashton  027 476 1519 

        



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kia ora koutou e te whanau, 
 
I hope everyone has enjoyed what little sun 

we've had this ‘summer’ and that you are all 

excited to see what 2026 has lined up for us. 

 

Firstly, a huge congratulations to the wonderful 

new owner of The Duck, Justin Woodrow. After 

2 1/2 years as head chef at The Duck, Justin 

discovered a real love for our community and has 

vowed to continue building on what is already 

there. I have no doubt he will do a fantastic job at 

providing a community space for years to come. 

 

A sad farewell to ‘Artifolk’ which has been an 

essential part of the Macandrew Bay business 

hub for many years. All the best to Ronnie whom 

we hope is enjoying a well earned rest. 

 

Thank you to all residents for accommodating 

the planned and unplanned road and roadside 

maintenance over the last months. It is essential 

work that we have pushed hard to make happen 

and should help prevent future slips, tree falls 

and floods. Please remember for future planned 

road closures you can check the DCC website for 

up to date information or contact anyone on the 

Board. Please report any issues as they occur to 

03 477 4000 and note the reference number. 

Using this procedure allows us to follow up any 

reports if need be. 

 

I am still available to catch up with everyone at 

The Duck.  If you have any immediate concerns 

please use the OPCB facebook page for up to 

date information or alternatively you can contact 

me at Emma.stry.opcb@gmail.com or any other 

Board member. 

 

The next Community Board meeting will be at 

the Portobello Bowls Club on Tuesday March 17 

at 10am. Anyone is welcome to attend meetings 

or speak at the public forum by 

emailing Paul.peninsula@xtra.co.nz prior to 

meeting date. 

 
Emma. 
 

Save The Otago Peninsula 

(STOP) News 

Working bees on Tuesday 

mornings start at 9.30am at the 

end of Bacon Street. Those on 

Sundays start at 10.30am to give 

volunteers time to catch the early 

buses. (No. 18 to Portobello – get 

off at Bacon St and walk to the no 

exit end.)  Releasing of plants is currently the main task 

although pest plant control is also an option.  New volunteers 

are always needed and welcomed. All tools are provided. 

We are currently planning for planting during the 2026 winter 

season and finalising orders with the native nurseries. STOP 

would welcome donations of plants. To plant each seedling 

with its fertiliser tablet, a protective cage, a stake to mark it 

and a label with your name (or the person to whom you wish 

it dedicated) costs STOP $20. Because we are a registered 

charity you can declare it as a donation with Inland Revenue 

and get a refund of one third. Please email asking for a tax 

receipt when you make your deposit.  

Contact stopincsoc@gmail.com or Lala (text only) 027 8756 

020 for more information about joining working bees, or how 

to donate trees. 

 

Peninsula Bays Women’s 

Institute  

On Thursday 5th February we 

met up for our first meeting of 

2026. We may be few in numbers, but are always keen to 

see each other after a couple of months and get back into 

the rhythm of things.  

Women’s Institute began in New Zealand in 1921 for women 

in town and country communities for friendship and fun, to 

get involved in their local community: to teach and share 

homemaking skills, to provide opportunities to be involved in 

choral, drama, floral art, all types of handcraft and writing, 

amongst other things. Unfortunately, with dwindling numbers, 

the choral and drama, have disappeared. I remember as a 

child, concerts were run by (I think) the Macandrew Bay 

Orphans Club in the Macandrew Bay Hall and the Women’s 

Institute were involved in this with skits etc and we always 

looked forward to these.  

Our meetings are always held in the daytime now which is 

really lovely, not having to go out at night in the middle of 

winter. We still manage to donate money and goods to 

various charities and we are proud to do so.  

We welcome new members to our friendly group. please 

phone Helen on 4761519 or Cynthia on 4761152 if you are 

interested.  

mailto:Emma.stry.opcb@gmail.com
mailto:Paul.peninsula@xtra.co.nz
mailto:stopincsoc@gmail.com






 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Macandrew Bay Boating Club  

What interesting weather we’ve been having! Luckily for 
our sailors there have been some days with a nice 
breeze, a high tide and sometimes even some sunshine. 
We held our Principal Day in late January with a good 
number of participants. In February we hosted a SailGP 
inspired weekend where sailors raced on Otago Harbour, 
and then moved to the boating club to watch the action 
up in Auckland.  

Our next big event is on 27-29 March when we host the 
2026 RS Quest, RS Feva and O’pen Skiff (BIC) South 
Island Championships. Kids Learn to Sail continues, and 

soon we will start a short course for adults.  

Our swimmers’ numbers keep growing and it’s great to 
see their intrepid coloured safety floats bobbing along in 
the harbour as they get all the benefits of open water 
swimming, as well as friendship, and a warm cuppa at the 
end.  

Remember you can pay to store your kayaks, SUPs and 
boats in our shed. Our excellent club rooms are available 

to hire – with one of the best views in the Bay!  

Email: mbayboatingclub@gmail.com  

Venue hire email: venue@macandrewbay.org  

Website: www.sporty.co.nz/mbbc  

Facebook: search ‘Macandrew Bay Boating club’ 

An invasive pest 

plants update from 

your Peninsula 

volunteer weed team 

 

SWAT and Portobello Enviroschool 

combine forces  

Four of the SWAT team had an enjoyable morning in 

December working alongside five  students from the 

Portobello Enviroschool Group. With the help of Hebe, 

Ben, Lacey, Neave and Maya we tackled banana 

passion fruit vines growing in the school grounds and 

along the boundary with the Portobello Kindergarten. 

Our main target was the vine cascading over the 

Kindergarten entry porch. The pink flowers do look very 

attractive but each one forms a yellow fruit which may 

contain over 200 seeds!  

The problem was to find 

the source of this 

massive vine. Fortunately 

Hebe and Ben were up to 

the task of crawling 

through thick flaxes and 

managed to trace the 

vine to the point where 

the main stem emerged 

from the ground. When cut with a pruning saw the 

characteristic red ring below the bark confirmed the stem 

as banana passion fruit. 

A  paste of herbicide gel on the freshly cut surface 

ensured that vine would not regrow. As a precaution only 

vine stems completely out of reach of children were 

treated with herbicide. 

An easier task was collecting as much fruit from the 

vines as we could reach to prevent birds spreading the 

seeds. However our sack of fruits was put to good use 

and taken to No. 8 Distillery to be used to flavour their 

rum.  

As usual, dealing with this invasive pest plant is not a 

one-off. On two subsequent visits during the school 

holidays more mature vines in the school grounds were 

dealt with and young seedlings pulled by hand. Young 

passion fruit seedlings can easily be pulled out BEFORE 

they flower which saves a lot of time and trouble later on. 

If you would like advice on controlling pest plants on your 

property, we would love to hear from you. Contact us by 

email at SWATweeds@gmail.com and we’ll be in touch! 

 

Dunedin, New Zealand’s Wildlife Capital, is home to the New 

Zealand Festival of Nature. Running from 10–19 April, the 

festival features hundreds of events for everyone to enjoy. 

Most are free or low-cost for families during the Autumn 

School Holidays, alongside special deals on wildlife tourism 

experiences, art, dining, performances, and nature-themed 

concerts at Forsyth Barr Stadium. A true celebration of our 

community and natural world. 

mailto:mbayboatingclub@gmail.com
mailto:venue@macandrewbay.org
http://www.sporty.co.nz/mbbc
mailto:SWATweeds@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Otago Peninsula Anglican 

Parish 
 

29 March 10.00am Palm Sunday 
 Family service St Michael and All 
 Angels, 44 Elliot Street, Andersons Bay  
 
29 March 4.00 pm Telling the Easter story.  
 Things to do and an afternoon tea. Bring a plate. 
 Macandrew Bay Bowling Green. 
 
2 April 7.00pm  Maundy Thursday 
  St Michael and All Angels, 44 Elliot St.  Foot washing 
  and communion.  
 
3rd April 1.00pm  Good Friday 
  St Michael’s and St Martha's, 44 Elliot St  
  Family-oriented interactive Good Friday service. 
 
5 April 6.50am  Easter Sunday 
  Dawn Easter Service on the beach.  BBQ fish fingers 
  and Broad Bay plunge to celebrate your Baptism. 
       10.00 am Easter Sunday Service St Michael's and  All 
   Angels, 44 Elliot St. 
 
Rev'd Michael and Rev'd Mary-Jo Holdaway    
Otago Peninsula Anglican parish   
Phone: Mary-Jo 027 715 1806  
Phone: Michael 027 236 8714 
 

Ngā mihi o te tau hou / happy 

New Year to our lovely community 

from the tamariki and parents at 

Macandrew Bay Playcentre.  

We’ve had a great time 

welcoming everyone back to 

Playcentre over the last few 

weeks. We’ve had giant bubbles, 

obstacles courses in the sandpit, lots of paint and play 

dough, and plenty of time playing with favourite toys. 

We’re looking forward to a fun filled year ahead and 

extend a warm welcome to our new members and 

visitors. 

We are open  Monday,  Wednesday and  Friday from 

9am—1pm during term time for tamariki aged 0-6 and 

their whānau. If you’d like to know more about our 

awesome wee Playcentre or would like to come and 

visit please either drop in (4 Conway Street, right beside 

the school) or email us at 

macandrewbay@playcentre.org.nz. 
 
We are also busy getting ready for our much loved 

White Elephant ‘stall’ as part of the Macandrew Bay 

school fair on Sunday, 15 March 2026. This is a 

fantastic way to recycle pre-loved items and raise funds 

for our school and Playcentre community. We’re really 

grateful to the school for including us in this big event. 

We welcome good quality second hand items and ask 

that you save any donations to be dropped off to 

Playcentre between 9am-12pm on Monday 9 March,  

Wednesday 11 March, Friday 13 March and  between 

10am-2pm on Saturday 14 March.  We cannot accept: 

whiteware (fridges, washing machines, etc.), broken 

electronics, large furniture, mattresses, old car seats.   

Thank you for understanding and support, and please 

send us an email if you have any questions. 

 

 

mailto:macandrewbay@playcentre.org.nz


 

 

 

                    

              

 

 

 

Tena Koutou everyone 

I think it is appropriate that I start this blurb off today about 

dogs after the tragic news in recent days about a person 

being mauled to death by three of them up north. I know it’s 

not really in my wheelhouse, but I am aware that there seem 

to be a lot of dogs going missing/roaming around different 

parts of the Peninsula. It seems to be a common theme on 

Facebook, from what I am hearing.  

Just yesterday I received a call about a small dog being 

walked on a lead in Broad Bay being ran at and injured (not 

seriously thankfully) by two uncontrolled much larger dogs. 

This is not good enough, irresponsible and quite frankly 

concerning. As a dog owner you have responsibilities. 

Ensure they are securely fenced at home, gates closed, kept 

on a leash in public areas unless designated off-leash zone 

and make sure they are registered and microchipped. I 

understand dogs are valued members of whanau in our 

community, but irresponsibility or carelessness can 

unintentionally create unsafe conditions and can end 

tragically as we have heard recently. This is not only for other 

animals and people but for the dog itself. Let’s do better 

guys.  

We all know what a beautiful part of the world the Peninsula 

is and that we have a beautiful array of wildlife that we share 

it with. It is concerning to hear of humans (a small number – 

that obviously have limited brain cells) that think it’s ok to 

harass, poke sticks at and generally interfere with their day-to

-day being. Please report any such behaviour if you witness it 

as it is totally unacceptable and downright cruel. We have 

wonderful volunteers that come out and look over some 

these beautiful creatures and I am currently working with the 

Sea Lion Trust to ensure such behaviours are reported, 

investigated and dealt with appropriately. It will not be 

tolerated. This goes for any of our wonderful creatures. 

Road Safety remains a priority. Slow down, avoid distractions 

and don’t drive whilst impaired. Speed and inattention remain 

major contributors to crashes. My goal is not to issue fines 

but to prevent harm and save lives. I’m getting a little sick 

and tired of hearing speeches on what drivers think about the 

speed limits when they have been caught speeding. I don’t 

make the rules, I just enforce them. There’s an easy fix, it’s 

not that hard……drive within the posted limits.   

Scammers don’t take holidays. There is an increase in 

reports of scams targeting the community through texts, fake 

e-mails, and phone calls. Often pretending to be banks, govt 

agencies and even the police. Never share your personal or 

banking details unless your 100% sure who you are paying 

or what you are signing up for. They are getting cleverer for 

sure. 

They will target anyone, anywhere and at any time.  

I am committed to keeping our community safe – on the 

roads, online, and everywhere in-between to the best of 

my ability. 

If you see unsafe behaviour or need advice or 

assistance, please remember 111 (for emergency) or 

105 (for non-emergency)  

Together we can make our wonderful community a 

safer and supportive place to be and live.  Aaron  

Snr Constable Aaron Smith, 

O/C Portobello 

 

 

Aaron and his family in Portobello, have a celebrity 

cat called Charlie. He features in the recently 

published book by Allen & Unwin entitled ‘Cats with 

Jobs’, available at all good booksellers. 

Macandrew Bay Garden Club 
 
At the end of January we commenced the year with 

a sociable afternoon high tea and plant swap.  More 

recently members visited Hawthorn Cottage and 

Gardens on the Taieri.  The gardens are beautiful 

and well worth seeing, with many plants being 

available from the plant stall.   Look out for open 

days, advertised on Facebook, if you wish to visit. 

 

On Saturday March 14th our members will be 

visiting Dylan Norfield’s Doctors Point 

Garden.  This nationally significant garden has 

recently been awarded 5 stars by the New Zealand 

Garden Trust, being one of New Zealand’s top 

gardens.   Developed over the past 18 years this 

garden now has 1400 different species, including 80 

maple species.  Some varieties and hybrids are 

unique.   We are very much looking forward to the 

visit. 

 

We are a friendly social club and always welcome 

new members.  We meet every month, and enjoy 

several garden trips each year, usually with a cafe 

visit incorporated.  If you enjoy gardening/visiting 

gardens and would like to know more our contact 

details are below.   There is no subscription, joining 

fee, or obligation required. 

 

Happy gardening. 

Email : macbaygardeners@gmail.com. 
Coordinators :  Annette Marshall   022 1819 800 
and  Vicki Begg   020 4195 8677. 
 

mailto:macbaygardeners@gmail.com


 

The new school year started on Monday 2nd 

February.  We’ve had a fantastic start to our 2026 

school year. The tamariki are enjoying being back 

with their friends, making new friends and 

connections.  Our classes have been enjoying 

learning about the 4 Articles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

(Kāwanatanga – Governance, Tino Rangatiratanga - 

Sovereignty/Self-determination, Ōritetanga - Equity/

Citizenship and Wairuatanga- Spiritual/Beliefs) using 

these articles as a basis for designing their own 

classroom treaty. School is buzzing with excited 

learners. 

We have had JC Swim School delivering quality 

swimming lessons for our all of our tamariki.  The 

children have made great progress and we had 

some lovely feedback from the coaches saying how 

much they have enjoyed working with our children 

and staff, which is always nice to hear. 

Each year we create a localised curriculum, based 

on wonderings that our tamariki throughout the 

school have identified they are keen to learn 

about.  We formulate an overarching concept or 

theme that runs across the year and driving questions 

which are explored through our Tūhura/Discover 

framework.  Technology, Science, Social Sciences 

and Health are all taught in this way and integrated 

with English, Maths, Te Reo and The Arts.  This year we 

have Building from scratch’ … Think it, build it, be it as 

a theme.  In Term 1, we will use our Tūhura/Discover 

model to explore the question: How can we 

understand and connect with ourselves and others 

so we can build our future together?  

Another exciting event that is coming up fast is the 

Macandrew Bay School Fair! Mark Sunday 15th 

March, 11-3pm in your diary.  We look forward to 

seeing you all there. 

Nic Brown 

Tumuaki/Principal 

Macandrew Bay School 
Portobello Presbyterian 

Church 
(Sundays 10am) 

Mar 1:   10am Formal service - led by Jane Cox 

Mar 15: 10am Bible Study Group - led by Jane Cox 

Mar 29:  3pm  Ecumenical Service at Pukehiki 

Easter Sunday: April 5: 10am Communion service - led 
by Rev Russell Thew 

Apr 19:  Bible Study Group - led by Jane Cox 

 

All are very welcome at our small Church on the hill 

 next to the Portobello Cemetery, 

 Harrington Point Rd, Portobello 

As we head into 

2026, OPBG is 

saying farewell to 

Paula Cross, who 

has stepped down 

after more than 

four years of exceptional commitment. Chris Arnison 

continues with OPBG, now in the Operations role. 

OPBG has recently completed our possum control 

work in the Peninsula buffer zone (Cove to the 

Causeway) and we are pleased to report that every 

possum we detected in this area was successfully 

caught. This achievement would not have been 

possible without the dedication of the local Guardians, 

who played a vital role in protecting the wider 

Peninsula by reporting possum sightings, allowing 

access to their properties, and assisting with trap 

checking. 

With the Peninsula now close to being declared 

entirely possum-free, OPBG will continue 

implementing our multi-species programme in 2026. 

This programme targets key predators in areas of high 

biodiversity across the Peninsula. Our focus species 

are mustelids (stoats, weasels, and ferrets), rats, and 

mice, all of which pose a serious threat to our native 

birds, lizards, and invertebrates. 

Our dedicated volunteers work weekly to monitor 

predators and service and maintain trap lines to help 

protect our precious native wildlife. Current focus 

areas include Sandymount Reserve, the Papanui and 

Hoopers Inlet areas, and regenerating native forest on 

private properties. If you would like to support this 

work by volunteering on a trap line, please get in 

touch. 

We are also continuing to roll out our Back Yard 

Trapping programme for residents living near areas of 

high biodiversity. For a small supporter’s fee, 

participants receive assistance with rodent control on 

their private properties. If you are interested in joining, 

we would love to hear from you. Likewise, if you are 

already undertaking rodent control on your property, 

please let us know as this helps us build a clearer 

picture of the collective effort underway across our 

community. 

         operations@opbg.nz       

www.predatorfreepeninsula.nz 

 

Mina Barnes, John Taylor and Jan Jamieson have died 

since our last newsletter. We send our heartfelt 

condolences to all the families.  

Mina was a long-time resident of Marine Parade and 

latterly lived in Belleknowes. She was a special friend to 

many in the Bay. 
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                        Home Services: Bringing the Library to Your Door 

At Dunedin Public Libraries, we know that not everyone can easily visit our libraries or 
book buses, and that’s where our dedicated Home Services team comes in. This free 
service ensures that everyone can still access a wide range of books and media right 
from the comfort of their own home.  

Every four weeks, we create a tailor-made bag of library items, chosen specifically for each customer. The contents of 
the bags vary based on individual preferences and can include anything from regular or large-print books, CD talking 
books, music CDs, magazines, or even DVDs. We strive to offer a variety of materials that will delight our customers, 
ensuring that each delivery feels fresh and exciting. 

As we’re a long-term service, we get to know our customers and their preferences really well. It’s always heartening for 
our team to hear our customers are enjoying what we send – we’ve even had the odd customer likening the arrival of 
their monthly library bag to the excitement of Christmas morning. We love hearing feedback, and always look for ways 
to improve. 

Our amazing group of volunteer couriers also play a vital role in this service, as they are the ones who ensure that every 
bag is delivered safely. Thanks to their dedication, our customers still get to enjoy a wide range of library items. 

If you or someone you know could benefit from this service, or if you’re interested in becoming a volunteer courier, 
we’d love to hear from you. 

Contact Details:  Phone: 03 474 3681     Email: HomeServicesDPL@dcc.govt.nz 

mailto:HomeServicesDPL@dcc.govt.nz

