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Otago Peninsula Biodiversity Group (OPBG) 
Possum-Free Peninsula - An Historic Achievement 
 
In March 2026, the Otago Peninsula was declared possum-
free, becoming one of the first inhabited, landscape-scale 
areas in Aotearoa New Zealand to eliminate possums. Over 
25,000 possums have been removed from the Peninsula since OPBG was founded in 2008, resulting 
in huge benefits for our local biodiversity. 
This achievement reflects the contribution of many people over many years. Special thanks go to 
the hundreds of volunteers who gave thousands of hours of their time, local residents who hosted 
traps in their backyards, and the landowners who welcomed us onto their properties. 
Now that the Peninsula is possum-free, it's important we all remain vigilant in case one tries to 
sneak back in. If you hear or see any sign of a possum, please don't hesitate to report it at: 
www.reportapossum.nz 

Winter Rat Control - Perfect Time for Action 
As winter arrives, rats are actively seeking food sources and warm shelter, often leading them closer 
to our homes. This makes it an ideal time to replenish bait stations and refresh traps. 
OPBG volunteers have recently undertaken monitoring at Sandymount Reserve which has revealed 
high rat numbers. In response, we undertook an intensive control operation in April. Our goal is to 
reduce rat populations before the spring, giving our native birds the best chance of successfully 
raising their young. We're regularly joined by tui, korimako (bellbird), piwakawaka (fantail), and 
riroriro (grey warbler) during our work at the reserve, and have also been seeing increasing 
numbers of mātātā (fernbird) over the last 12 months. 

Get Involved 
We currently have volunteer opportunities available for anyone interested in taking on a rodent or 
mustelid trapline. We also continue to offer discounted rat traps and toxin for Peninsula residents 
to use on their own properties and can give advice on where to best place these. Interested? 
Contact Chris at operations@opbg.nz for more information.              www.predatorfreepeninsula.nz 



 

Macandrew Bay Library 
News  

We have a New Books section in the 

library, divided into Fiction, Non-

fiction, Detective fiction and New 

Zealand books. Most are newly 

purchased, and some are donations – “new to the 

library.” It’s great to get book reviews and suggestions 

from our members.  People will often talk about the 

books they would like, or have read, when they come in 

to the library. 

Over the past few months we have added more than 50 

books. This is a selection: 

NF/Autobiographies: Bill Bryson, Neither Here nor There; 

Stephen Fry, The Fry Chronicles; Alan Davies, White 

Male Stand-up. 

Fiction: Niall Williams, This is Happiness; Elif Shafak, 

The Island of Missing Trees; Florence Knapp, The 

Names; Colm Toibin, A Long Winter. 

NZ: Ruth Shaw, Bookshop Dogs; Duncan Sarkies, Star 

Gazers; Andrea Hotere, The Vanishing Point. 

Detectiive fiction: Ian Rankin, A Song for the Dark Times; 

Ruth Ware, The Woman in Suite 11. 

Mural 

There was a lot of support for the idea of a mural outside 

the library. We are working with the community hall 

committee and awaiting expressions of interest from 

artists. Watch this space. 

Opening Hours: 
Wednesday 5.30pm to 7.30pm 

Fridays 2.30pm to 4.30pm and the last 
Sunday of the month 4pm to 5pm 

Save the Otago Peninsula 
(STOP) Review 2025-26 
 
Save the Otago Peninsula Inc Soc, is 

commonly known by its acronym STOP. 

STOP manages several areas of land for 

their conservation and biodiversity 

values on behalf of the Department of 

Conservation (DOC), Dunedin City Council (DCC), the 

Hereweka Harbour Cone Management Trust (HHCT) and the 

University of Otago, under formal agreements.  STOP also 

assists with management on an informal basis for a number of 

private landowners.  

 

While initially focused on revegetation and animal trapping, 

efforts have heavily shifted toward pest plant management. 

Following the successful eradication of possums, controlling 

the invasive Banana Passionfruit (BPF) has become a top 

priority to protect native bush remnants. 

 

Key Achievements & Volunteer Impact 2025—2026 
Over 315 individuals contributed 4,814 volunteer hours over 

the financial year, distributed across several key projects: 

 Smiths Creek Catchment, also known as ‘The Future 

Forest’:  Fenced since 2013 to protect native fish and reduce 

erosion, this area has also become a popular recreational 

walking spot. Volunteers planted 1,209 new seedlings last 

winter. 

 SWAT (Seek Weeds and Terminate) Group: Operating for 

six years, this independent team completed 182 missions 

across 56 properties, contributing 1,622 hours.  

 Other Banana Passion Fruit (BPF) Control Projects: 

Targeted BPF projects were started in Smiths Creek and 

another in Broad Bay with the long term aim of eradication to 

protect the ‘Future Forest’. 

 Portobello Peninsula: Volunteers contributed 210 hours 

maintaining past plantings and trapping pests. Hedgehog 

numbers dropped significantly, and the University's 

Sustainability department is planning a more active 

management role next year. 

 Reptile Conservation: Fifteen volunteers dedicated 278 

hours to habitat maintenance and multi-species trapping 

across two sanctuaries specifically managed for native geckos 

and skinks. 

 Ōtākou Raupo Swamp: A November 2025 inspection 

confirmed that this culturally and ecologically significant site 

is recovering well after SWAT successfully cleared 

encroaching weeds. 

STOP sincerely thanks the organisations: Hereweka Harbour 

Cone Trust, ORC EcoFund, ORC Site-led Fund, Otago 
Community Trust, Otago Peninsula Community Board, 
Setpoint, Sunncorps, Trees That Count and NZ Lotteries, and 

all the people who have made donations which have provided 

the financial assistance necessary to carry out our work. 

STOP is also grateful to the five Project Co-ordinators, STOP 

Committee members, the organisation’s paid staff member, 
and the hundreds of volunteers involved—especially those 
who come regularly to working bees—whose efforts make 

these achievements possible.  

To find out more about the four working bees a week or how 

you can donate a tree or make a donation contact : 

Lala Frazer 

For Save The Otago Peninsula (STOP) Inc Soc 

Email: <stopincsoc@gmail.com> 

C/- The Secretary, 62 Oxley Cres, Broad Bay, DUNEDIN 9014,  

 

 

 The Macandrew Bay Library is considering 

opening one day a week in the morning. If you 

are interested please phone or text Anne 

Pentecost on 027 671 6297 

 We appreciated your feedback on the ANZAC 

day service. Residents wanted to know who 

organised the ANZAC day service and sent their 

appreciation and sincere thanks to all involved.  

The service is organised by Colleen Bond in 

conjunction with Nic Brown, Principal of Macandrew 

Bay School. This year the speaker was Capt 

Hawker, RNZALR, Snr Instructor Transport—

Movements—Logistics Operator School, and Ben is 

the son of Judy and Greg Hawker (see “People of 

the Bay” in this edition).   



 

 

 
Otago Peninsula 

Museum News 
 

Hello to you all.  

Volunteers are an essential part of every community and 

volunteering does not usually take up too much of your 

time, depending on how much you want to get involved.   

Some people volunteer for many roles in the community.  

It is a very satisfying way to give back to the community 

and make new friends/acquaintances, particularly if you 

are new to the district.  Without volunteers our way of life 

would not function very well. 

    

At the Museum we have a couple of spaces for volunteers 

at our Tuesday morning working bee with the men down 

in the Barn.  There are always projects on the go.  We 

would also like a couple more volunteers to help on our 

Sunday roster – opening the Museum for 3 hours on a 

Sunday which you would do twice a year (that's 6 hours a 

year!).  We will show you around before your Sunday duty 

comes around.  Pop along on a Tuesday morning (we are 

there 9-12) to meet us or ring Laurel 4780-512 if you 

would like to be part of the working bee or on the  Roster.  

 

You can also contact us by email – 

theotagopeninsulamuseum@gmail.com  

 

We have several Macandrew Bay folk who help out in the 

Barn or on the Roster. Even though the Museum is in 

Portobello, it covers the history of the whole of the 

Peninsula. 

 

Our two popular books Portobello – A Brief History and 

Otago Peninsula Then and Now are available for $30 

from the local Dairy and Doctors Rooms in Portobello and 

at the Museum.  Special thanks for your support with this. 

The books are also available at the Port Chalmers 

Museum. 

 

Thanks to the men at the Barn, we have some great new 

panels that we used on ANZAC Day to show off the 

information on our local soldiers who gave their lives for 

our country.  They will also be used as a way of displaying 

all the photos and information we hold at the Museum. 

 

Pop along for  a visit – (you will be very surprised what we 

have) on a Sunday between 12.30 and 3.30pm. Adults $2 

and children free. 

 

An invasive pest plants 

update from your Peninsula 

volunteer weed team 

 

 

Banana Passionfruit (BPF) 

“Tastes good (debatable), behaves badly” 

Banana passionfruit continues to be a serious and fast-

spreading threat across the Otago Peninsula. This 

vigorous climbing vine can quickly smother native trees 

and shrubs, blocking 

sunlight and preventing new 

growth. (See photo) Over 

time, dense infestations will 

collapse vegetation, and 

prevent the natural 

regeneration of our unique 

coastal bush.  The fruit is 

also a significant year round 

food source for rats, enabling 

them to breed constantly. 

One of the biggest concerns 

is how easily banana 

passionfruit spreads. Birds 

eat the fruit and distribute seeds over wide areas, meaning 

new plants can appear far from the original source. What 

starts as a single vine can soon become a widespread 

problem if left unchecked. 

Encouragingly, local action is already underway.  With 

permission from DCC, SWAT has been tackling BPF on 

road reserves on Allans Beach Rd and Camp St.  Road 

banks provide the perfect corridors for the spread of pest 

plants.  

In addition to the volunteer work undertaken by SWAT, a 

new community project in Broad Bay has been kicked off 

by STOP.  Volunteers and paid staff are doing valuable 

work to control BPF and raise awareness. Residents who 

are unable to deal with it themselves are invited to make a 

donation to STOP to help fund this initiative.  Their efforts 

show how coordinated community action can make a real 

difference on the ground. 

Early control is critical. Small infestations are relatively 

easy to manage, but once established, the vine becomes 

costly and labour-intensive to remove. By acting now—

removing fruit and putting in your green bins, pulling out 

young seedlings, cutting mature vines at the ground and 

pasting with herbicide, and reporting sightings—we can 

slow the spread and minimise long-term damage. 

Community involvement is key. Landowners, volunteers, 

and local groups all play an important role in protecting 

the Peninsula. By working together, we can reduce the 

spread of banana passionfruit and safeguard our native 

biodiversity for generations to come. 

If you would like advice on controlling pest plants on your 

property, we would love to hear from you. Contact us by 

email at SWATweeds@gmail.com and we’ll be in touch! 

 

We send our heartfelt condolences to the families of 

Craig McNaughton and Neville Peat, MNZM. 

The Otago Daily Times obituary  stated that Neville will 

be remembered as an outstanding, kind and humble 

man, who lived his life with clarity, conviction, and an 

inspirational sense of purpose that will live on through 

his books. 

Neville and his wife, Mary, were an integral part of our 

Wednesday singing evenings at the home of Lynne 

Aldridge in Macandrew Bay. We miss you so much 

Neville. 

mailto:SWATweeds@gmail.com


People in the Bay 

After an amazing farewell and special assembly, Judy Hawker, a 

teacher who has been at Macandrew Bay School for thirty-three 

years, was feeling very honoured and appreciated when I 

interviewed her a few days after.  

She will treasure the photo book, cards, pictures and a box of 

motivational statements, the children wrote especially for her. 

 

Judy loves teaching and thinks children are amazing. Her aim has 

always been to make learning fun both inside and outside the 

classroom. The flourishing school garden is one example of her 

leadership, where children can experience the joy and importance 

of growing, and eating, their own vegetables. Nearby road workers 

were given soup made by the children several years ago. The 

children learn so much about the variety of vegetables and fruit 

they can grow, along with caring for the soil, propagating seeds, 

composting, and developing financial literacy. That is real learning 

and is inspiring. 

 

Apart from all the normal school subjects, for the last eighteen 

years, Judy’s year six classes have run their own school fair with 

no adult input. The children are asked to bring toys and books to 

school to sell. Nothing costs more than two dollars to buy and 

profits, usually around $1,000, go into helping other children. Last 

year the money went into making up gift boxes for the Dunedin 

Hospital Children’s ward. Children giving to other children. You 

must admit, that is well beyond normal teaching duties. Judy just 

loves seeing the children enjoy taking responsibility and learning 

from their experiences. 

 

Judy and her husband, Greg, have lived in Macandrew Bay for 

forty-five years. They brought a crib called Silverstar in Dublin Bay 

in 1980. A photograph of that house is in The Macandrew Bay 

book written by Brian and Diane Miller. They designed their own 

house, then Greg and Bruce Bond built it . A beautiful home with a 

lovely harbour view. They have two children, Ben, who spoke at 

the Anzac service this year, and Jake.  Judy's two grandchildren, 

Riley, 8, and Georgie, 6, go to Macandrew Bay School. 

 

Greg  retired seven years ago after working as a GIS Mapping 

Spatial Analyst for DoC.  

 

Judy, who loves to walk, garden and have caravan and e-bike 

adventures, is intending to enjoy her retirement with Greg. 

 

We wish them well and hope they have many enjoyable years 

doing what they love. 

                                                                            Lynne Aldridge 

Local Contacts in Macandrew Bay 

 
Bowling Club 

Tel:  Ron Messer  027 288 4090 

Boating Club 

Email: mbayboatingclub@gmail.com 

Churches 

Tel: Anglican—Elizabeth Purdie  021 119 1360 

   Parish Office 454 4724 

Gardening Club 

Tel:  Annette Marshall  022 1819 800 

        Vicki Begg 020 4195 8677        

 

Hall Bookings 

    (Macandrew Bay)  Colleen Bond  476 1551 

    (Broad Bay) See www.broadbay.co.nz  

Justice of the Peace 

Tel:  Lyn Dowsett 476 1260 / 021 144 7329 

 

Marriage Celebrants 

Tel: Rev Alison Latton 476 1168 

       Michelle Coleclough 027 415 6391 

Macandrew Bay Library 

Tel: Anne Pentecost 027 671 6297 

Otago Peninsula Lions Club 

Tel: Paul Bernard 027 437 6929 

 

Peninsula Bays Women’s Institute 

Tel:  Cynthia Duncan 476 1152 

    Helen Ashton  476 1519 

Playcentre 

Email: macandrewbay@playcentre.org.nz 

 

Macandrew Bay School Office  Tel: 476 1004 

 

Steady-as-you-Go 

Tel:  Helen Ashton  027 476 1519 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kia ora wonderful Bay residents, 
 
As always, Autumn has been lovely and settled with 
many opportunities to safely stretch our legs along the 
shared pathway and enjoy a beautiful sunset or frosty 
morning. 
 
Along with the change in weather, brings some 
changes around Macandrew Bay. I'd like to thank 
everyone for their ongoing patience with the pumping 
station upgrades happening currently at the beach 
carpark. These works are essential infrastructure 
upgrades that are expected to be completed by mid-
Spring, and should not need to be done again for 
many years. 

 
Anzac day at Macandrew Bay Hall was a lovely 
ceremony of remembrance, enhanced by the 
wonderful poetry reading by some of our local 
Tamariki. It was a great to see so many familiar faces 
paying their respects. 
 
Applications for the Otago Peninsula Community 
Board scholarship program will be reviewed at the 
next board meeting which will be held on Tuesday 
2nd June, 10am at the Portobello Bowls Club. 
Recipient/s to be decided in the following weeks.  
 
As always, if you would like to attend a meeting or 
have any questions please contact : 
 
Paul Pope Paul.peninsula@xtra.co.nz or 
myself Emma.stry.opcb@gmail.com 
 
Drive safe and stay warm, 

Emma Strybosch 
Otago Peninsula Community Board 

 

 

 

  

Peninsula Bays Women’s 

Institute  

Would you like to join our 
group of like-minded 
women?  We meet on the first 
Thursday of every month at 11.30 am at Macandrew 
Bay Bowling Club, starting with a shared B.Y.O. lunch, 
or sometimes a shared lunch. 
  
We have competitions of floral arranging, handcrafts 
and garden produce each month, for those wishing to 
participate. 
  
One of our members, Helen, has knitted (faces done by 
Celia) and donated over 1,000 small teddies to the 
children arriving at the Emergency Department at the 
Hospital.  Among other things, beanies, singlets and 
covers for the Neonatal Unit have also been knitted and 
sewn. 
  
Lots of fun and companionship is had by all.  Come 
along and see if this is for you!  You will be made most 
welcome. 
  
Val McCauley, for Peninsula Bays Women’s Institute  

 

Choir!Choir! is a relaxed group 

of singers who meet every Friday 

night in the Broad Bay Community 

Centre from 7pm—-9pm. We were 

founded by 3 local women who had 

attended a workshop by Karin Reid 

and wanted to continue singing in a 

group. I joined the second week and we’re now about to 

celebrate our 3rd birthday.  

There has been a lot of laughter and music along the 

way, with new members joining who also love to sing. 

No audition is needed. Just enthusiasm and a 

willingness to learn.  

The Choir sing at the Portobello Anzac Day service and 

a few other public venues over the year and these 

events are always well-rehearsed and eagerly 

anticipated. Our signature annual event is Christmas 

Carols in the Broad Bay Community Centre followed by 

a community potluck meal. If you’d like to hear us before 

then, we’re giving a short performance at 2pm on 

Saturday 30th May at Tuhura Otago Museum. Come 

and check us out, especially if you’re wanting to join a 

lively group. Everyone is welcome and we’re particularly 

in need of more male voices. Our sessions always 

involve a break for a cuppa and a biscuit. We each pay 

$5 per session towards hall hire and refreshments.  

 

Francesca Bolgar  

francescabolgar@gmail.com 

mailto:Paul.peninsula@xtra.co.nz
mailto:Emma.stry.opcb@gmail.com






 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Macandrew Bay Boating Club 
  

Some excellent racing has been happening: On 27-29 
March we hosted the 2026 RS Quest, RS Feva and 
O’pen Skiff (BIC) South Island Championships. MBBC did 
a great job of hosting this event. MBBC sailing 
alumni Andrew Duncan recently competed in the  Finn 
Gold Cup 2026 and the Finn World Masters in Brisbane. 
He was part of a 12-strong NZ squad that YachtingNZ 
called "one its strongest Finn fleets in recent years".   
 
Learn to Sail and our general sailing season has finished 
now, which we celebrated with a prize giving at the 
Club on 23 May. We linked a beach clean-up with the 
prize giving as a way of learning more about our marine 
environment and participating in the community in which 

we sail.  
 
Meanwhile, our swimmers don't have an "off" season! 
The Frozen SeaDogs open water swimming group 
continue to dive into the refreshing harbour waters on 
Saturdays and Sundays at 08:30am. One of their 
members - Jemimah McIlroy - was recently profiled in 
the Star newspaper as she is preparing to swim across 
the Cook Strait next summer. You can follow her on 
Instagram where she recently profiled her training swim 
around Green Island. 
  
Remember you can pay to store your kayaks, SUPs and 
boats in our shed, and our excellent club rooms are 
available to hire – with one of the best views in the Bay. 
  
Email: mbayboatingclub@gmail.com 
  
Venue hire email: venue@macandrewbay.org 
  
Website: www.sporty.co.nz/mbbc 
  
Facebook: search ‘Macandrew Bay Boating club’ 

                   Winter just got a whole lot warmer at Glenfalloch Cafe    
 
 

Come and experience our brand new Winter Menu— rich, comforting, and made for the season.  

 Friday Nights = Good Vibes Only    Join us for FREE live entertainment featuring a rotating line-up 
       of  talented  local musicians.  Great food, great music, great atmosphere. 
  
   Themed Dinner Nights are coming… keep your eyes peeled for dates and themes! 
  
   And yes… Christmas in July is on the way... festive, cosy, and not to be missed. 
  
   Follow our social pages to stay in the loop with everything we’ve got coming up. 

 
Good food.  Good music.  Good times.         See you soon at Glenfalloch.          Tel: 03 476 1006 

Peninsula Food 

Resilience Hui 

A very successful community Hui was held on Sunday 3rd May 

at Broad Bay School to gather together locals who are interested 

in planning food security here on the Peninsula. Participants 

came from all over: Harington Pt, the Back Bays & Pukehiki 

nearly to the Cove.  

We’re holding our first workshop on Making Hot Compost next 

Monday 1st June (Kings Birthday) from 1-3pm at Annelies 

Ruigrok’s property, 389 Portobello Rd. This is free, although 

Koha will be appreciated.  

Please contact francescabolgar@gmail.com to register 

beforehand as places are limited. We’d be happy to add your 

name to our email list for future notifications. We also welcome 

you to join a local interest group to strengthen our Peninsula 

food resilience. 

mailto:mbayboatingclub@gmail.com
mailto:venue@macandrewbay.org
http://www.sporty.co.nz/mbbc
mailto:francescabolgar@gmail.com


Otago Peninsula Anglican 

Parish 
 

St Michael’s  - 44 Elliot St, Andersons 
Bay 
Sunday School 10 am on the first 
Sunday of the month. 
 
St Michael's— Sunday 5 July, 10am 
Matariki thanksgiving for creation. Planting vegetable 
seeds in parish community garden. Buy potatoes for 
chitting. Missions fundraising for ‘spud in the bucket’ 
competition later in the year. 
                                                                            
St Michael’s— Sunday 12 July  5.30 pm 'Light piercing 
the darkness'. A remembrance service for those who 
have died in the year.  
 
Rev'd Michael and Rev'd Mary-Jo Holdaway    
Otago Peninsula Anglican Parish   
Phone: Mary-Jo 027 715 1806  
Phone: Michael 027 236 8714 

We have had a fantastic start to Term 2 with a flurry of 

exciting events including farewelling our longstanding 

legendary teacher Judy Hawker at a Special 

Assembly in Week 1.  We have also had Year 5 Camp 

to Kamau Taurua/Quarantine Island, Road Safety 

Week and our annual school Cross country up at the 

Campbell’s farm on Greenacres Street.  We were 

really fortunate to have our local superhero Senior 

Constable Aaron Smith teach our Kā Rākau (Junior 

Team)about safe crossing and walking on and near 

the roads as part of Road Safety week. 

We are really looking forward to exploring our Tūhura 

learning this term.  Our driving question is: How can 

we use the "physics of the past" to create the "fun of 

the future"?  Our Supporting Questions are: How do 

simple machines work?, What is the history of simple 

machines? and How do we use simple machines 

now? We recently visited Toitū Museum to look at 

inventions and how machines have changed over 

time.  Next term we will journey into Tūhura (Otago 

Museum )to continue exploring this topic on machines 

as part of the Energy/Forces/ Human Evolution 

programmes. 

On Anzac Day a couple of our talented tamariki 

shared poems they had written for Anzac Day with 

the community at the Macandrew Bay Anzac Service 

which was held at the Macandrew Bay Hall.  We 

have had a few requests for these to be shared so we 

hope you enjoy reading these. 

Young soldiers 

From rugged coasts of Aotearoa 

Where sun shines and tides still flow 

They sailed away with quiet pride 

With hope 

With fear 

Side by side  

No drums were loud when they set sail 

No certain path 

No safe detail  

Just distant shores and orders given  

And dreams of home they carried with them 

The trumpet calls 

So clear 

So lone 

Haunting 

Distant 

Steady stone 

It carries names time won’t erase 

Each one a story 

Each face 

No turning back 

We will remember-Anzac day! 

By  Jethroe, Year 6                                           Nic Brown 

Tumuaki/Principal 

Macandrew Bay School 

Portobello Presbyterian 

Church 
(Sundays 10am) 

We will be holding study groups, 
sometimes with music, always with some prayers and 
morning tea, instead of Services over the next 3 winter 
months, led by Jane Cox, at 10 am on the following 
Sundays:  
 
       7  June  21  June 
       5  July   19  July  
       2  Aug   16  Aug 
 

All are very welcome at our small Church on the hill 

 next to the Portobello Cemetery, 

 Harrington Point Rd, Portobello 

Charlie’s ANZAC day poem  

We gather today for the   

The remembrance of 

ANZAC day and fallen men  

Remember ones who have passed 

Who were cared about  

The poppies sway in the wind  

We place white crosses and wreathes  

We all wear poppies  

ANZAC Day, lest we forget  

 

By Charlie, Year 4 

Remember, you can read Bay Views 

in colour on our website: 

macandrewbaynews.org.nz 



 

 

 

                    

              

 

 

 

Tena Koutou everyone 

With the goings on around fuel, it is really important to be 

vigilant because it’s times like these that unsavoury 

characters think we are an easy target to get their free fuel. 

So put gas containers away out of sight around your 

property. Take the extra ones off your boat and just be 

aware desperate times call for desperate measures for 

some. There are things we can do to minimise the risk of 

becoming a victim. There have been a couple of thefts down 

Harwood way.  

There has been some damage and theft from the 

Collinswood Bush area. Second time in two months. 

Senseless theft and damage which is very disappointing. 

Given what happened, my senses tell me it may be our 

younger variety of human. If anyone has any information, 

can you please contact me. By all means the area is a great 

beautiful place to stroll through, but just leave property and 

signage alone. This is costly to replace and definitely not 

needed.    

I have noticed that firewood deliveries are being dumped 

outside many properties and are there for quite some time. 

Try and get it put away as soon as you can. This again is a 

good commodity (and not cheap) that can be targeted at this 

time of the year. If you are having trouble getting it put away 

for whatever reason, give me a call. I’m sure we can arrange 

a team to come and get it done.  

Road policing is always at the forefront of my mind. With 

winter coming please take a bit of time in the morning to 

clear all of your windows of ice/dew before setting off. It only 

takes a few minutes and allows you to see everything 

around you. No good leaning out the window whilst you have 

a fogged or iced up front windscreen. On that note it was 

really disappointing to have issued seven speeding tickets in 

90 minutes one day last week. I take no comfort from this I 

assure you, but when the speeds were all between 63 and 

75kmph in the 40 zone, I offer no apologies. I don’t want to 

hear that “I didn’t realise the speed limit” when you have 

lived here for 15 years. Yes, that was communicated to me. I 

certainly don’t have money to throw away like that. Please 

make good choices.    

Scammers don’t take holidays. There is an increase in 

reports of scams targeting communities through texts, fake 

Emails, and phone calls. Often pretending to be banks, govt 

agencies and even the police. Never share your personal or 

banking details unless you are 100% sure who you are 

paying or what you are signing up for. They are getting 

cleverer for sure. They will target anyone, anywhere and at 

any time. Please be vigilant. You work too hard for your 

money just to give it away.  

I am continually committed to keeping our community safe  

on the roads, online, and everywhere in-between. 

If you see suspicious behaviour or need advice or 

assistance, please reach out. If you can’t get a hold of 

me, please remember 111 (for emergency) or 105 (for 

non-emergency)  

Take care and as always, my door is open. Your 

support is greatly appreciated.   Aaron  

Snr Constable Aaron Smith, 

O/C Portobello 



 

The Regent Theatre’s annual Music & 
Entertainment Sale is back for 2026. The highly 
anticipated Regent Theatre Music & Entertainment 
Sale returns to the main stage of the Regent Theatre 
(17 The Octagon) on Saturday, 6 June, 2026 from 
10am—6pm 

About the Regent Theatre: The Regent Theatre is 
one of New Zealand’s most important heritage 
theatres, owned and operated by the Otago Theatre 
Trust. The 24 Hour Book Sale and the Music & 
Entertainment Sale are the theatre’s main annual 
fundraisers, ensuring the preservation of the 
landmark for future generations.  

The Regent Christmas Show: Saving Santa’s 

Sparkle, an exciting new production for the whole 

community this Christmas. 

Contact Us 
E: macandrewbaynews@gmail.com           

Website for back copies of Bay Views : https://macandrewbaynews.org.nz/ 

Newsletter Group   Lynne Aldridge,  Colleen Bond,  Linda Seddon,  Lyn Dowsett,  Colin Aldridge, Emily Tidey 

 

Cover artwork by Pauline Bellamy 

Auditions are now open for performers aged 16 and 

over, with opportunities available across a range of 

featured and ensemble roles. The Regent is seeking 

creative, energetic and diverse performers who can 

sing, dance, act, or perhaps even juggle or play an 

instrument. While previous performance experience is 

an advantage, enthusiasm and a willingness to get 

involved are just as important.  

If you’ve ever thought, “Maybe I could do that” - this is 

your chance.  

Auditions will take place on Friday 26 and Saturday 

27 June at the Clarkson Studio, Regent Theatre, 

with rehearsals beginning in October ahead of the 

December season. 

Those interested in auditioning can find full audition 

information, character breakdowns and registration 

details at: www.regenttheatre.co.nz/project/auditions 

The Regent Christmas Show: Saving Santa’s 

Sparkle will premiere at the Regent Theatre on Friday 

18 December, 2026. 

https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.regenttheatre.co.nz%2Fproject%2Fauditions&data=eJxsys1KxDAQAOCnmR6EhjR_bQ85iNizrzCZjt24JlmysxR8evEo7P2jGBLSntCPYVn06AzimFJy47ysn96u3k86DHt8GUoE-8bygVUFnOxKnNRstJvnyarJeR3A6SZ4NIWk6g_Y9-EesX9nVoWo9ZLp-p


 

 


