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Otago Peninsula 

Community 

Christmas Carols 

Sunday 14 December   5pm 

Macandrew Bay Memorial Hall 

Carols followed by a Nativity play and supper 

Great family fun.  All welcome.   

 

Tuesday  16 December  7pm 

Our Lady Mary, Queen of Peace Church, Broad Bay 

 

Sunday 21 December  7pm 

Pukehiki Community Church 

As anyone who has attended previous Pukehiki carol 

services will know, nothing compares to the fun and joy 

of singing carols inspired by one of Pat Robertson’s 

annual masterpieces. As usual, a community supper will 

follow in the Pukehiki Hall. 

All welcome – please bring an item for the Food Bank, 

some loose change for a donation, and a plate for the 

shared supper afterwards. 

 

Wednesday 24 December  7pm 

Presbyterian Peninsula Church, 22 Harrington Point 

Rd, Portobello.  

Joint Peninsula Presbyterian and Anglican Carol Service  



 

Macandrew 

Bay Library 

News 

 

 

We have added 144 books to the library 

over the past year; we've bought and 

been donated detective fiction from 

authors such as Dervla McTiernan, Val 

McDermid (past Otago University Visiting 

Professor of Scottish Studies and Crime 

Fiction) and local writer Liam McIlvanny 

(current Otago University Stuart 

Professor of Scottish Studies). We also 

have autobiographies of Fiona Kidman 

and Jacinda Ardern and the latest fiction 

titles from NZ and international authors, 

plus many new children’s books. 

Our catalogue now contains:  Non-Fiction 

563; Biography 214; NZ 687; Detective 

Thrillers 1410. The grand total in the 

catalogue is 4935 books. 

We are grateful to the Otago Peninsula 

County Libraries Trust for their on-going 

financial support. 

Our last opening of the year will be Friday 

19 December. We will re-open on Friday 

January 16 2026. 

   

The Macandrew Bay Bowling Club  

  

The 2025/26 Bowling Season started with 

competition games after Labour Weekend and 

we have been enjoying some very good and 

some very hard fought games.. Our Selector, 

Les Slade, reports that so far we are 1st in the 

Wednesday Men’s Competition; 7th in the Wednesday Mixed; 1st in 

the Saturday morning Hong Kong Pairs; and equal 1st in the 

Saturday afternoon Four’s. There is still a long way to go before the 

competition ends, but it is looking good at this stage with everyone 

enjoying themselves. 

Our Green is looking great thanks to our Greenkeeper Ally Campbell 

and his helpers. It is the envy of other clubs, being quite sheltered 

and peaceful.  I wish we had been playing on our Green when we 

had a couple of very strong winds on two consecutive Wednesday 

games recently. 

Our Junior Men (members who have been playing for 5 years or 

less) have been practicing hard and are going to be a force to watch 

out for in our own Club Championships. Good luck to everyone.  

On Saturday 6th December we are holding our Christmas breakup 

with a supplied cooked ham. Members are bringing a salad or 

dessert or both, if they so wish. Our last Wednesday interclub game 

is on 17 December, restarting on 14 January. The last Saturday 

interclub game is on 13 December and restarting on 17 January 

2026. We would love to welcome new members, so please do not 

hesitate to reach out and contact one of us. We are a small club but 

all enjoy each other’s company. 

Contact numbers are: 

Ron Messer (President) 027 288 4090 or 

 Helen Ashton (Secretary) 027 476 1519 

 

Save The Otago Peninsula (STOP)                      

News 

The working bees at the Future Forest will 

continue over the Xmas and New Year period. 

They are every Tuesday morning starting at 

9.30am and Sundays 10.30am from the end of 

Bacon St, off Portobello Road in Turnbulls Bay.  If 

you are on holiday this could be when you find time to contribute.  

In your own garden you can contribute by getting rid of the pest plant, 

Banana passionfruit, that smothers our native trees.   

Trees make great Christmas gifts for the person who has everything.  

They are $20 each and gift certificates are available.  Easily posted! 

If your family does not yet have a copy of “Otago Peninsula Birds: A 

pocket guide” this is essential for your trips around the Peninsula – 

including to the beach. Only $15. A good stocking filler. 

Contact stopincsoc@gmail.com or Lala (text only) 027 8756 020 for 

more information about joining working bees, or how to purchase trees 

or the bird book.  

mailto:stopincsoc@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Otago Peninsula Museum News 

 
This is our last news for 2025 and a good time to thank 

our very supportive volunteers.  On December 9th we do 

plan to have our yearly barbecue as a thank you as well. 

Working bees are finished for the year and the chaps need 

a well-earned rest after all their hard work. 

 

Our small committee always welcomes new members and 

volunteers to the Museum. If you value the work 

our volunteers do preserving, restoring and exhibiting local 

artefacts, photos and documents, you can join our society 

for a yearly membership fee of $20. All funds go toward 

the upkeep and running of the Museum and each 

subscription is greatly appreciated. 

 

If you'd prefer just to volunteer we are always looking for 

new people to add to our Museum roster. The Museum 

opening hours are 12.30 - 3.30 every Sunday. However 

we would love to also open on a Saturday over the 

summer, if we had more volunteers. 

 

The role involves opening and closing the Museum and 

helping visitors  with  any queries. Usually our volunteers 

are rostered on for  two sessions per year and there is 

usually someone willing to swap if needed. If you'd like to 

support the Museum in any way please contact the 

Museum at theotagopeninsulamuseum@gmail.com 
 

We received a $2,000 Helping Hands grant from Te Papa 

(which we can apply for each year for projects). This year 

the money is being used so we can make up to 6 panels 

that will be used for photo displays etc.   

 

If you have not been to visit yet then please come along. 

You will be pleasantly surprised how much history we have 

on the Peninsula.  Entrance fee is $2 for an adult and 

children go free.   

 

Christmas 
Opening Hours 
 

Dr Paul Sabonadiere  
Waverley Health, 97 Larnach Road   Tel 454 3001 

 Closing 12 noon Christmas Eve 

 Closed 25 Dec—2 Jan 

 Open for urgent appointments only  9am-12 

         28-30 Dec & 5-9 Jan 

 Normal hours will resume on 12 Jan 2026 

 

Otago Peninsula Medical Centre 
11 Allens Beach Road, Portobello    Tel 478 0990 
 Closing 1pm Christmas Eve 

 Closed 25—28 Dec;  29 & 30 Dec 9am—1pm 

 Closed 31 Dec—2 Jan 

 Usual hours from 5 Jan 2026 

Urgent Doctors & Accident Centre 

18 Filleul Street, Dunedin    Phone 479 2900 

 Open 365 days 8am—10pm 

 

Waverley Pharmacy    Phone 454 3838 
 Closed 25—28 Dec 

 Open 29-30 Dec 

 Closed 31 Dec—4 Jan 2026 

 Normal hours from 5 Jan 2026 

  

A+Physio   Tel 471 7391 

 The Filleul Street clinic will be available, apart 

 from Statutory Days.  Phone for an     

 appointment. 

 

Veterinary Clinic   Tel 456 2345   
 Humanimals at 44 Rankeilor Street, South 

 Dunedin. Also Tel 456 2345 for emergency help 

 Closed Statutory Days 

 

Macandrew Bay Library 
 Last opening for the year will be Fri 19 Dec 

 Re-opening Fri 16 Jan 2026 

 

Macandrew Bay Grocery Store 
 Open every day of the year, but hours may be 

 different 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Greeting and a happy New Year to you all 

from the Newsletter Group:  Lynne Aldridge,  

Colleen Bond,  Lyn Dowsett,  Colin Aldridge,  Emily 

Tidey and  Linda Seddon (Editor) 

Sadly folks, Macandrew Bay’s much-loved Gift Store, 

‘Artifolk’, will be closing down soon.  

I would like to say a huge thank-you to the local 

community for the amazing support and 

generosity I have been shown over the nearly seven 

years I have been operating. 

The friendships I have made, along with the 

purchases, little chit-chats, advice, visits, drop-ins 

and stop-bys, have been greatly appreciated. What 

a great community we live in! 
There are still lots of goodies 

available with great discounts on 

almost everything. 

Artifolks last day will be Sunday 

21 December. 

Until then, happy shopping! 

Ronnie x 

mailto:theotagopeninsulamuseum@gmail.com


People in the Bay 

Macandrew Bay resident Anne Pentecost is an 

amazingly busy “retired” language teacher who is 

totally involved in a myriad of activities. If you visit our 

wonderful local library on a Friday, play Mahjong or 

Scrabble, belong to the stamp club, read the ODT for 

BlindLowVision, play croquet, tour Olveston or 

volunteer for Save the Children, you probably will have 

encountered her. Just last week, she received a 

certificate from BlindLowVision recognising her service 

for over twenty years. 

I knew that Anne was involved in a few things but had 

no idea how much she actually does and the 

responsibilities she has. When I retired, I gratefully and 

cheerfully passed on positions of responsibility I had, 

but not so, Anne. She is still Treasurer for three of the 

societies to which she belongs. Having a wee snooze in 

the afternoon is definitely not part of her day. 

Anne immigrated to New Zealand from England with 

her family when she was fourteen years old. “A ten 

dollar Pom” she calls herself. She attended Queen’s 

High School, and studied languages at Otago 

University. Anne is fluent in French having spoken it 

since she was eleven.  After University she trained as a 

teacher, then travelled. While travelling, she met her 

future husband, Ian, among family friends who had 

lived in the same street and whose grandmothers were 

friends. What a coincidence that is. They were married 

in two months. 

After marriage in 1971, they came to New Zealand. 

The intrepid travellers decided to go overland by bus 

from London to Tehran. They flew from Tehran to 

Singapore then on to New Zealand. The journey took 

two and half months and included many interesting 

experiences. 

In 1979, when Anne won the position as Head of 

Languages at Bayfield High School, she and Ian moved 

from Christchurch to Macandrew Bay. Anne loves 

teaching and after enjoying sixteen years at Bayfield, 

and a year as an exchange teacher in Canada, she 

moved on to teaching at the Otago Language Centre, 

then the Otago Polytechnic and finally at English 

Language Partners. She has remained in touch with 

former students from her class of advanced learners 

and still home tutors.  

Anne purchases a great selection of books for the 

Macandrew Bay Library. She has worked as librarian 

there every Friday for over ten years. Anne is a life-

long learner and loves to travel to increase her 

knowledge of people and places. As a fluent French 

speaker, her frequent visits to France include visiting 

the town and people where she worked as an au pair 

in 1971.   One year, she visited all the places 

Napoleon had stayed when he escaped from Elba to 

go to Paris which was incredibly interesting. Another 

favourite  place is  Apt in  Provence,  a charming city  

which was built on a Roman road and was an 

important market and transport hub in the 

Roman Empire. Anne stayed in accommodation 

that was built on a Roman amphitheatre. Anne 

has plenty of interesting tales to tell and it is 

obvious that she enjoys exploring and delving 

into the history of the places she visits. 

Afterwards, she always enjoys coming back home 

to her friends and busy life in Macandrew Bay.  

Lynne Aldridge 

Local Contacts in Macandrew Bay 

 
Bowling Club 

Tel:  Ron Messer  027 288 4090 

Boating Club 

Email: mbayboatingclub@gmail.com 

Churches 

Tel: Anglican—Elizabeth Purdie 476 1650 

   Parish Office 454 4724 

Gardening Club 

Tel:  Annette Marshall 476 1347 / 022 1819 800 

        Vicki Begg 020 4195 8677        

 

Hall Bookings 

    (Macandrew Bay)  Colleen Bond  476 1551 

    (Broad Bay) See www.broadbay.co.nz  

Justice of the Peace 

Tel:  Lyn Dowsett 476 1260 / 021 144 7329 

 

Marriage Celebrants 

Tel: Rev Alison Latton 476 1168 

       Michelle Coleclough 027 415 6391 

Macandrew Bay Library 

Tel: Anne Pentecost 027 671 6297 

Otago Peninsula Lions Club 

Tel: Paul Bernard 027 437 6929 

 

Peninsula Bays Women’s Institute 

Tel:  Cynthia Duncan 476 1152 

    Helen Ashton  476 1519 

Playcentre 

Email: macandrewbay@playcentre.org.nz 

 

Macandrew Bay School Office  Tel: 476 1004 

 

Steady-as-you-Go 

Tel:  Helen Ashton  027 476 1519 

        



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kia ora koutou e te whanau, 

 

It is my pleasure to write for the first time on 

behalf of the Otago Peninsula Community Board.  

We would firstly like to thank everyone who took 

the time to vote in the recent local elections. We 

(Paul Pope, Hoani Langsbury, Cheryl Neill, Stacey 

Kokaua-Balfour, Hugh O'Neill and myself, Emma 

Strybosch) are all very honoured and humbled to 

be elected to represent your voices in our 

community. Thank you. 

The inaugural Community Board meeting was held 

on the 4th of November at the Dunedin City 

Council Chambers where Paul Pope was elected 

Chairperson and Hoani Langsbury Deputy 

Chairperson. Giant thanks to Edna and Lox who 

have both now retired. Your contributions and 

hard work are so valued by all of us.  

 
Some recent extreme weather events have shown 

us all how resilient we can be as a community and 

how reliant we are on communication from one 

end of the Peninsula to the other. But, how 

unprepared some of us might be for future 

emergencies (me included!). Talk with your 

whanau and make a plan using Paul's handy "Be 

Prepared" guide to ready yourself for any event.

(It’s on the back of this newsletter).  Keep in 

mind, for a lot of us, this often means not being 

able to leave the house or get home to our loved 

ones.  

 

It is my absolute joy to share that I have been 

handed the role of representing Macandrew Bay's 

concerns and triumphs, to the Board and Council. 

I am mostly available to catch up with everyone at 

The Duck, but if you have any immediate 

concerns please use the OPCB facebook page for 

up-to-date information. lternatively you can 

contact me at Emma.stry.opcb@gmail.com or any 

other board member. 

 

Future Community Board meetings are at 10am in 

the Portobello Bowling Club, 5 Sherwood Street, 

Portobello.  The next meeting will be either 10th 

or 17th February 2026. Check out our facebook 

page nearer the time. Anyone is welcome to 

attend meetings or speak at the public forum by 

emailing Paul.peninsula@xtra.co.nz prior to 

meeting date. 

 

We wish you all a safe and happy holiday season 

full of whanau and love. May it be a time of full 

bellies, laughs and relaxation. 

Cheers to the next three years of being your ‘go 

to’ girl.  

Emma 

 

Café & Restaurant Closed December 22 

Re-opens January 14 

Peninsula Bays Women’s 

Institute 

October was a sad month for 

the ladies of Peninsula Bays 

Women’s Institute with the 

passing of one of our valued members, Eleanor Moyle ,who 

joined WI in 1964. She lived in Porterfield Street for many 

years. After moving closer to town, she still enjoyed driving 

down every month to our Meetings. Eleanor was a beautiful 

singer and in years past, we had our own WI choir and 

Eleanor was our Conductor. For a number of years we even 

had our practices in my front bedroom, (with piano) 

because I couldn’t get out with a very young baby/babies. 

Eleanor held various positions in our group, the last one as 

our Minute Secretary. The October Minutes were beautifully 

written up in her hand writing as usual. We will miss you 

Eleanor and you were so looking forward to our November 

Birthday Dinner.  

We are hosting the Eastern Otago Federation at the 

Macandrew Bay Bowling Club this month. At our own 

Christmas Meeting in December we are having our usual 

Christmas Lunch and a couple of Christmas theme 

Competitions. Our Roll Call is ‘Donations to a local Charity.’ 

Our Members will be welcomed back in the New Year on 

Thursday 5 February with new Members very welcome. We 

wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a safe and Happy 

New Year. 

For any enquiries please phone Helen on 4761519 or 

Cynthia on 4761152  







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Macandrew Bay Boating Club this summer 

MBBC have been having some excellent Learn to Sail 
sessions on Sundays with a great turn out of local 
children keen to have a go. Our Development sailors 
have been racing at Port Chalmers and Broad Bay 
recently with some fantastic results. If you’re an adult 
interested in learning to sail please get in touch on the 
email below. Adult sessions will be in Feb/March. 

And… get your fishing gear ready... Early next 
year MBBC is hosting the Bren Nelson Memorial 
Fishing Competition! I t w ill be an excellent day on 
the water and at the club with prizes, raffles, food and 
even a garage sale for those staying on land.  See our 
Facebook page for more information, and thank you to 
our generous sponsors and community who support 
these events so well.  

Remember MBBC also has a group of open water 
swimmers who meet on the weekends at 08:30am for 
a bracing swim/dip followed by warm showers, a hot 
drink and a catchup in the club rooms. 

If you're keen to join in with sailing or swimming, for 
shed space or hiring the most picturesque venue in 
the Bay please contact us for more information. We 
also welcome sponsorship. Space for your banner is 
currently available on the busy roadside of our 
clubrooms. 

Email: mbayboatingclub@gmail.com 
Venue hire email: venue@macandrewbay.org 

Website: www.sporty.co.nz/mbbc  
Facebook: search ‘Macandrew Bay Boating club’ 
Learn to Sail email: mbbclearntosail@gmail.com  

 

 
Augustines of Portobello’s  last 

trading weekend is December 19–21: 

The perfect time to pick up locally 

made artisan gifts or enjoy breakfast, 

brunch or lunch with family and 

friends. 

 

We will be closed from December 26–28, reopening 

on January 2 ,2026. 

 

Wishing you a wonderful summer and a heartfelt 

thank you for all your support in our very first year. 

  

Augustines of Portobello 

Mobile: 021 164 9017 (Jana) or 021 122 2855 (Gus) 

Portobello, Dunedin 

Instagram: @augustinesofportobello 

Website: www.augustinesofportobello.com 

An invasive pest plants 

update from your 

Peninsula volunteer 

weed team 

It’s been a Very Big Year for SWAT in 2025, with the success 

of our ORC-funded Darwin’s Barberry (DB) projects at Pukehiki 

and Sandymount, and a very happy conclusion to our Banana 

Passionfruit (BPF) project on Allans Beach Road in Portobello. 

The DB work will continue next winter at Pukehiki, but our 

involvement with the Allans Beach Road BPF project is now 

complete. Two of the landowners have taken over the mahi of 

finishing that work—an absolutely ideal result. We love it when 

landowners want to get involved, and we love it even more 

when the SWAT team can go in hard at the start, knock out the 

really difficult areas, and then hand over to landowners who 

push the site all the way to zero BPF. 

 

An unexpected but very welcome side benefit has been the 

wipe-out of a persistent, years-long rat infestation in that valley. 

With no BPF fruit left for them to eat and the baiting 

programme working a treat, the rats have drastically reduced. 

  

Looking ahead to 2026, SWAT will continue the DB 

containment work at Pukehiki and commence BPF eradication 

around Okia. We’re very grateful for the support we receive 

from the Otago Regional Council  through the Eco Fund and 

site-led funding for both these projects. In a tough political and 

economic climate, and with the dis-establishment of Predator 

Free 2050, the ORC’s continued backing of biodiversity work 

on the Peninsula is especially appreciated. 

 

And for now? Over Christmas, 

check out Maureen Howard’s 

latest Rewilding in Action 

podcast featuring Hugh 

Wilson of Hinewai on weed 

control—right up our alley. 

Also keep an eye out for our 

old foe, the Chilean Flame 

Creeper, which will be 

flashing its scarlet flowers from early December. (Check this 

out on the Bay Views website—in colour). 

 

We’ll be taking a short break and will return in January, but the 

inbox is monitored. If you find Chilean Flame Creeper over 

Christmas, want to join SWAT next year, or need help with pest 

plants on your property, get in touch at 

SWATweeds@gmail.com. 

 

Café  

494 Portobello Road 

 Macandrew Bay 

 

5th Birthday Party on Friday 5 December. 

Last opening day Sunday 21 December  

1pm close 

Re-opening Sat 10th January 2026 

Wishing all our lovely customers a happy holiday 

time. 

mailto:mbayboatingclub@gmail.com
mailto:venue@macandrewbay.org
http://www.sporty.co.nz/mbbc
mailto:mbbclearntosail@gmail.com
http://www.augustinesofportobello.com/


 

Otago Peninsula 

Anglican Parish 
 

Advent carol service 30 November : 

10 am St Michael's and All Angels, 44 

Elliot St, Anderson's Bay 

 

Christmas Services:   

December 24  10.30 pm mulled wine and Christmas 

cake, St Michael's 44 Elliot St, Andersons Bay, followed 

by 11.00pm Christmas Eve Mass. 

 

December 25  9.15 am Join us for a Christmas 

Breakfast, Croissants and strawberries at St Michaels. 

10.00 am   Family Christmas Service 

 

We continue with our Sunday services over January  

10 am at St Michaels and All Angels, 44 Elliot St, 

Andersons Bay 

 

Otago Peninsula Anglican Parish  

Rev'd Michael and Rev'd Mary-Jo Holdaway    
Phone: Mary-Jo  027 715 1806  

It has been another busy term at 

Macandrew Bay Playcentre. We 

celebrated outdoor play week, 

with water play in the sandpit 

and the mud kitchen. This led to 

boat-making out of cardboard 

boxes. The tamariki tested out 

their designs, quickly finding out 

what helps a boat float and what 

might cause it to sink! With the warmer weather, 

tamariki have enjoyed time outside challenging 

themselves on obstacle courses and jumping from the 

boxes onto the soft mats. The new ladder swing and 

rings have also been a hit and a good test of co-

ordination and balance.  

We spent the last week of term exploring further down 

the Peninsula. One of our tamariki had a great idea to 

catch the bus and go on an adventure with Playcentre. 

Our Wednesday & Friday session caught the bus to 

Portobello for a play at Latham Park, returning on the 

bus to Macandrew Bay. For many of our tamariki this 

was their first ride on a bus. We saw many amazing 

things whilst waiting for the bus. A water taxi speeding 

up the harbour and a house on the back of a truck. We 

also noticed the biggest cruise ship of the season 

berthed at Port Chalmers. This inspired lots of cruise 

ship related play at the park. 

We have loved welcoming new members this term and 

send our congratulations to the Tolovae Faaopoopo 

whānau on the arrival of baby Mila.  

We are open Monday, Wednesday and  Friday from 

9am-1pm during term time for tamariki aged 0-6 and 

their whānau. If you’d like to know more about our 

awesome wee Playcentre or would like to come and 

visit please either drop in (4 Conway Street, right beside 

the school) or email us at 

 macandrewbay@playcentre.org.nz. 

Meri Kirihimete from the tamariki and parents from 

Macandrew Bay Playcentre. We are so grateful for all 

the support from our community over the last year. 

Wishing you all a safe and happy holiday.  

 

 

Otago Peninsula’s Hidden Gems: A self-Guided 

Driving Tour is available through  

 

Per group (up to 15) Total $21.63 

(Price includes taxes and booking fees) 

STEADY AS YOU GO CLASSES 

Our class of men and ladies finish the year of 

regular Friday exercises on the 5th December 

but the following Friday (12th December) we 

will enjoy each others’ company with a lovely 

afternoon tea with everyone bringing along a 

plate of goodies. 

It has been lovely to welcome new members 

through the year with varying capabilities and 

to see them improve through the year. Meeting 

with other people and enjoying a cuppa 

afterwards, is just as important as exercising 

the body. We encourage people who are 

struggling with their mobility to keep coming 

along and to only do what they can. 

We are always keen to get back to our class in 

the New Year and we restart on Friday 16th 

January. New Members are always welcome. 

Just turn up at the Macandrew Bay Bowling 

Club Rooms around 1.15pm every Friday. 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year. Keep safe over the holidays. 

We send our heartfelt condolences to Ross 

Whitburn on the recent death of his mother, 

Maureen; and  the families of Allan White and 

Eleanor Moyle, both long associated with 

Macandrew Bay. 

Congratulations to Alix and Michael in Greenacres 

Street on the birth of their daughter, Daphné. 



 

 

 

                    

              

 

 

 

Tena Koutou everyone 

After the recent weather event I hope you’re all back up and 

running and didn’t sustain too much damage to your 

property. These types of events remind us that down here we 

can be vulnerable, especially if both roads are blocked and 

the power out, as happened this time around. It is a timely 

reminder to have those emergency supplies stored away for 

such times and look out for our neighbours in such events.   

We all know what a beautiful part of the world the Peninsula 

is and that we have a beautiful array of wildlife that we share 

it with. It is concerning to hear of humans (a small number – 

that obviously have limited brain cells) that think it’s okay to 

harass, poke sticks at and generally interfere with their day to 

day being. Please report any such behaviour if you witness it 

as it is totally unacceptable and downright cruel. We have 

wonderful volunteers that come out and look over some 

these beautiful creatures and I am currently working with the 

Sea Lion Trust to ensure such behaviours are reported, 

investigated and dealt with appropriately. It will not be 

tolerated. This goes for any of our wonderful creatures. 

Scammers don’t take holidays. There is an increase in 

reports of scams targeting the community through texts, fake 

e-mails, and phone calls, often pretending to be banks, govt 

agencies and even the police. Never share your personal or 

banking details unless you are 100% sure who you are 

paying or what you are signing up for. They are getting 

cleverer for sure. They will target anyone, anywhere and at 

any time.  

With many more visitors to the area, it’s a good time to check 

that your home and property are secure. Lock up when you 

leave. Keep valuables out of sight and please report any 

suspicious behaviour. If you’re heading away for the holidays 

ask a neighbour to keep an eye on your place and consider 

timer-lights or security cameras. A few simple steps make a 

big difference. 

I’m going to say it, yes I am, it cannot be 

helped……..Christmas is nearly upon us. A time for family 

and friends’, fun and get togethers. There will be office 

parties and job break-up days. It goes without saying, if you 

are attending these, please plan to get home safely. There is 

no excuse for driving after having a few bevvies.  

I am committed to keeping our community safe.  On the 

roads, online, and everywhere in-between. 

If you see unsafe behaviour or need advice or assistance, 

please reach out. If you can’t get hold of me, please 

remember 111 (for emergency) or 105 (for non-emergency)  

This will be the last from me until into the New Year. My 

family and I we wish you a safe and enjoyable holiday 

period. Reach out to loved ones, spend quality time 

together and if things are getting a bit much, talk to 

someone. It can be a very stressful time for many. 

There are a wide range of support services out there 

that can help.    

Take care and remember, my door is always open. 

Your support is greatly appreciated.  Aaron  

Snr Constable Aaron Smith, 

O/C Portobello 

Portobello Presbyterian 

Church 
(Sundays 10am) 

2025   Dec 7    Formal Service 
           Dec 24  Christmas Carols  7pm 
2026   Jan 18   Bible Study 
           Feb 1     Formal service 
           Feb 15   Bible study   

All are very welcome at our small Church on the hill 

next to the Portobello Cemetery, 

Harrington Point Rd, Portobello 



 

Next week, our tamariki will showcase their learning in 

an exhibition here at school.  This year our learning 

journey has been guided by our Tūhura model, with the 

focus on ‘Scratching Beneath the Surface’. 

Through Health, Science, and Technology lenses, our 

tamariki have explored big ideas and shown incredible 

curiosity, creativity, and engagement. 

The tamariki have worked really hard on their exhibits 

over the last few weeks. Paper mache, charts, salt 

dough, QR Codes, Google slides, mobiles and diorama 

are just some of the presentation mediums that will be 

on offer for this exciting event. 

We have had many sporting highlights this term 

including: Touch Rugby, Futsal and Athletics. A whole 

school hike is planned to explore Future Forest tracks 

coming up on December 9th.  We hope the children will 

enjoy this experience in our local area.  Along the way 

we hope to explore the Tree Trail, finding out about the 

names of the trees so we can identify them and build 

on our tree knowledge. 

Our tamariki play an active role in writing their school 

reports.   They have been fine tuning their reflections 

for their end of year school report on their learning and 

goals they have set this year.  We believe that 

involving children in reporting leads to more successful 

outcomes for our learners. 

Last weekend we had a wonderful new fundraising 

event which was the Rotary Sponsored Otago Peninsula 

House and Garden Tour 2025.  We raised just over 

$15,000 for much needed resources for our kura.  

Special thanks to Rotary, Lions and our other sponsors 

as well as our hard working Whānau and School team.  

We are ever so grateful to the lovely people who 

opened their homes and gardens for this event. The 

weather was perfect and it was so nice to see so many 

people really enjoying their day out on the Peninsula. 

Thank you for supporting this event. 

Our next fundraiser is our biennial Art Auction.  Please 

see the link below for the amazing Art work on offer.  

All money raised helps us to bring in local artists to 

work with our tamariki on various projects from across 

The Arts! https://galabid.com/macbay25 

It has been another great year of learning at 

Macandrew Bay School and we would like to take this 

opportunity to wish everyone all the best for the festive 

season and summer.  

Nic Brown 
Tumuaki/Principal 

Macandrew Bay School 

Macandrew Bay School is delighted to announce our 
much-loved School Fair, is returning on Sunday, 15 
March 2026. 
 
This is a true community event, and we warmly welcome 
donations of good-quality toys, books, clothes, plants, and 
any larger items suitable for our auction. As you head into 
the Christmas season, please consider putting aside any 
special pieces you no longer need. They may become 
someone else’s new treasure. 
 
Most of all, we want to thank our wonderfully generous 
wider whānau. Your ongoing support helps us create a 
brilliant school environment for our tamariki, and we 
appreciate you more than words can say. 
 
Come along, join the fun, and discover something new at 
next year’s Fair. 
 
We’ll begin collecting items closer to the Fair date, and 
will share drop-off details early next year. For any 
questions, please contact Sally or Machiko at 
homeandschool@macandrewbay.school.nz  

 

HEREWEKA HARBOUR CONE 
TRUST NEWS 

The Otago Peninsula landmark of 

Harbour Cone is the backdrop to all our 

daily lives but what do you really know 

about this iconic property?  Well, in July 

2008 the 328Ha property was purchased for $2.22 

million by the DCC after pressure from the community 

who feared that the land would be bought by a 

developer and subdivided into smaller blocks. 

  

The Hereweka Harbour Cone Trust (HHCT) was 

established in 2015 to manage the property for the 

benefit of the community. A Memorandum of 

Understanding with the DCC affords the Trust day-to- 

day operational management, longer term planning 

and project development. The current Trust is made up 

of two City Councillors and a further ten 

representatives from the local community.  

 

Most of the land is leased to a local farmer for grazing. 

However, there is an extensive network of tracks open 

to the public (except at lambing time). An annual 

event, the Hereweka Hike, is also run by the HHCT; the 

next one is being held on Sunday 12th April 2026 as 

part of the Wild Dunedin Festival.  Several ecological 

and heritage restoration projects are also underway on 

the property but more about them in future articles. 

 

Fiona Harrison 
HHCT Trustee 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__galabid.com_macbay25&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QXreJiKLG6ntiLGHmr-fvcS0AmwNQgsi3xhpg_1aqps&m=RTRV6fXSnUL-Pvh0ZaTQUE4j-4sRX3k7nKYAIpJHvwTRRsMVoo4HuzaHlUGCnp6m&s=CzEJ3TucC9-Sl2p
mailto:homeandschool@macandrewbay.school.nz
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          Hearing Support Otago…Turning Up the Volume on Better Hearing Health 

At Hearing Support Otago, we believe that hearing well means living well. We have a small shop/office in 

Caversham and the FREE services that we offer are personal advice and support, community talks, rest 

home visits, interactive training sessions, individual community visits and school programmes. We’re 

spreading the word about the importance of hearing health and supporting those living with hearing loss across the Otago 

region. 

Hearing loss can lead to isolation, making it harder for individuals to connect with others and take part in social life. That’s 

why we are dedicated to breaking down barriers and helping people stay connected, informed, and supported. 

 Our Services Include: 

 Community Outreach: Individual visits, advice, and support for those feeling isolated due to hearing difficulties. 

 Community Talks: Practical tips on hearing aid use, hearing health, and supporting those with hearing loss. 

 Rest Home Visits: One-on-one support, staff guidance, and ongoing connection for elderly residents. 

 Dangerous Decibels Programme: A fun, hands-on educational workshop for children to learn how to protect their hearing. 

 Training & Awareness Sessions: For community groups, caregivers, and anyone interested in hearing health. 

 Advice and help with Hearing Aid Funding. 

 

We sell hearing assisted devices such as amplified phones, alarm clocks and other aids to help with the hearing impaired.  

Whether you’re looking for individual support, education, or a way to bring hearing health to your group or organisation, 

Hearing Support Otago is here to help.  

Contact us (email: field.heardn@xtra.co.nz; phone:  03 487 7641) or call in to our shop at 9 Playfair Street, Caversham.  

mailto:field.heardn@xtra.co.nz

